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What is on the GED® Social Studies Test? 

What is on the GED® Social Studies Test? 
• About 50 percent of questions on civics and government.  

o US Civics--the study of the rights and duties of citizenship 
o US Government--the system in which a nation, state, or community is 

governed--democratic republic 
o Other governmental systems (two cows) 

• About 20 percent of questions are on U.S. history.  
o Colonial–1600-1770 
o American Revolution--1770-1792 
o Major US wars--1776-present 

• 15 percent of the questions address topics in economics, and  
• 15 percent of the questions cover topics in geography and the world. 

 
The history of the United States can be broadly divided into several periods, starting with the pre-colonial era 
when Native Americans inhabited the land. The arrival of Europeans in the late 15th century marked the 
beginning of colonization, which led to the establishment of the Thirteen Colonies and ultimately the American 
Revolution. The country then expanded westward, faced the Civil War over slavery, and emerged as a major 
global power in the 20th century, playing a significant role in both World Wars.  

Key Periods in U.S. History:  

• Colonial Period (1600s-1763): The establishment of the Thirteen Colonies under British rule, with 
diverse regions and economies.  

• American Revolution (1763-1783): The fight for independence from Great Britain, culminating in the 
Declaration of Independence and the Revolutionary War.  

• The New Nation (1783-1815): The creation of a new government under the Constitution, westward 
expansion, and the War of 1812.  

• National Expansion and Reform (1815-1880): Continued westward expansion, industrialization, and 
debates over slavery.  

• Civil War and Reconstruction (1861-1877): The Civil War and its aftermath, including the abolition 
of slavery and Reconstruction efforts.  

• Rise of Industrial America (1876-1900): Rapid industrial growth, urbanization, and social changes.  
• Progressive Era to New Era (1900-1929): Reform movements, social progress, and the Roaring 

Twenties.  
• Great Depression and World War II (1929-1945): The economic crisis and the United States' 

involvement in World War II.  
• The Post War United States (1945-1968): The Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement, and social 

changes.  

 
  

  

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=Colonial+Period&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegQILhAB&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=American+Revolution&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegQIexAB&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=The+New+Nation&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegUIggEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=National+Expansion+and+Reform&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegQIfxAB&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=Civil+War+and+Reconstruction&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegUIgAEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=Rise+of+Industrial+America&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegQIdhAB&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=Progressive+Era+to+New+Era&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegQIeRAB&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=Great+Depression+and+World+War+II&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegQIdxAB&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=5c62db14d9cd94a4&q=The+Post+War+United+States&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivop6KtcKNAxUULtAFHeYnDRMQxccNegQIeBAB&mstk=AUtExfCHpzmPHatice46N25AAPX3Sg9ovTQb7LW9r_FH0XFnpZRvyfZ0R0dO788Jsy41BiXzJ2G7_8JNRyHr2ZVrwHcBXs1GGydrKFR6T0wzXmoSLDV8YGpdK_pRglIB9p10yUakPgp2XHxj3aJ60sJoo0XT9suekcrXlp-Zsi39TnTLjAh_-w8lsjfJKe9GNjs5W1e5&csui=3
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What are some of the most missed American History questions on the GED Social Studies Exam? 

Some of the most commonly missed American History questions on the GED Social Studies Exam focus on key 
historical events and concepts, including: 

• The American Revolution – Understanding the causes, major battles, and outcomes. 
The American Revolution was shaped by several key events that led to the colonies gaining 
independence from Britain. Here are some of the most significant moments: 

• The Stamp Act (1765) – The British imposed a tax on printed materials, sparking widespread 
colonial protests. 

• The Boston Massacre (1770) – British soldiers fired into a crowd of colonists, killing five 
people and fueling anti-British sentiment. 

• The Boston Tea Party (1773) – Colonists protested British taxation by dumping tea into Boston 
Harbor. 

• The Battles of Lexington and Concord (1775) – The first shots of the Revolutionary War were 
fired, marking the beginning of armed conflict. 

• The Declaration of Independence (1776) – The colonies formally declared their independence 
from Britain. 

• The Battle of Saratoga (1777) – A major American victory that convinced France to support the 
colonies. 

• The Siege of Yorktown (1781) – The British surrendered, effectively ending the war. 
• The Treaty of Paris (1783) – Britain officially recognized American independence. 

Each of these events played a crucial role in shaping the revolution and the birth of the United States. 
Let me know if you’d like more details on any of them! 

 
List of Major Wars 1760- Present 

• American Revolutionary War (1775-1783): "Yankee Doodle" 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Yankee_Doodle_(choral).ogg   (traditional), "The Liberty Song."  

• Barbary Wars 1801–1805; 1815 United States vs. Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli 
• War of 1812 (1812-1815): "The Star-Spangled Banner" (Francis Scott Key), "The Battle of New 

Orleans" (Jimmy Driftwood). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__uFnEMJqjg  
• Mexican-American War (1846-1848): "The Halls of Montezuma" (US Marine Corps hymn). “Green 

Grows the Lilacs” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaA30Mfhppc  
• American Civil War (1861-1865): "The Battle Hymn of the Republic," 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jy6AOGRsR80  "Dixie." 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OKdbc0DYpM  

• Spanish-American War (1898): "There'll Be a Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight." 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGBMBh1rG4Q  

• World War I (1917-1918): "Over There" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=921z4LAHvak  (George 
M. Cohan), "It's a Long Way to Tipperary." https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztwNogPha6I  

• World War II (1941-1945): "Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8of3uhG1tCI  (The Andrews Sisters), "This Land Is Your Land" 
(Woody Guthrie). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxiMrvDbq3s  

• Korean War (1950-1953): "MASH Theme Song (Suicide Is Painless)" (Although associated with the 
TV show, it reflects the war's sentiment). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ILjoYK3_Jg  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Yankee_Doodle_(choral).ogg
https://www.thoughtco.com/first-barbary-war-battle-of-derna-2360823
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__uFnEMJqjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaA30Mfhppc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jy6AOGRsR80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OKdbc0DYpM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGBMBh1rG4Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=921z4LAHvak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztwNogPha6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8of3uhG1tCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxiMrvDbq3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ILjoYK3_Jg
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• Vietnam War (1955-1975): "Fortunate Son" (Creedence Clearwater Revival), "War" (Edwin Starr), 
"Blowin' in the Wind" (Bob Dylan). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWwgrjjIMXA  

• Persian Gulf War (1990-1991): "Rooster" (Alice in Chains). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAE6Il6OTcs  

• War in Afghanistan (2001-2021): "Courtesy of the Red, White, and Blue (Toby Keith)." 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zua8MJxnAwE  

• Iraq War (2003-2011): "American Idiot" (Green Day). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqkGY9jsBOw  

 
https://www.thoughtco.com/american-involvement-wars-colonial-times-present-4059761  
 
https://www.factmonster.com/us-history/us-history-timeline  
YouTube Channels on US/American History 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1sSy-Cu3MTBimCPGPVgTRg 
https://www.thoughtco.com/american-involvement-wars-colonial-times-present-4059761  

 
Can you explain the significance of the Boston Tea Party? 
How does the American Revolution compare to the French Revolution? 
What were the effects of the American Revolution on American society? 
 

• The Civil War – Recognizing the political, economic, and social factors that led to the war. 
The American Civil War (1861-1865) was a culmination of deep-seated and increasingly irreconcilable 
differences between the Northern and Southern states. While often simplified to a single cause, it was 
the complex interplay of political, economic, and social factors, all largely centered around the 
institution of slavery, that ultimately led to secession and war. 
Here's a breakdown: 
1. Political Factors: 

• States' Rights vs. Federal Power:  
o Southern View: Advocated for strong states' rights, arguing that states had the right to 

govern themselves, including the right to determine the legality of slavery within their 
borders, and even the right to secede from the Union. This was often framed as resistance 
to perceived federal overreach. 

o Northern View: Generally supported a stronger federal government, believing it had the 
authority to regulate interstate commerce, internal improvements, and ultimately, to limit 
or abolish slavery. 

• Expansion of Slavery into Territories: As the United States expanded westward, the question 
of whether new territories would allow slavery became a major point of contention. 

o Missouri Compromise (1820): Attempted to balance slave and free states by admitting 
Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state, and prohibiting slavery north of the 
36°30′ parallel in the Louisiana Purchase territory. This was a temporary solution. 

o Compromise of 1850: Addressed territories acquired from Mexico, allowing California 
to enter as a free state, but leaving the question of slavery to popular sovereignty in Utah 
and New Mexico, and strengthening the Fugitive Slave Act. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWwgrjjIMXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAE6Il6OTcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zua8MJxnAwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqkGY9jsBOw
https://www.thoughtco.com/american-involvement-wars-colonial-times-present-4059761
https://www.factmonster.com/us-history/us-history-timeline
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1sSy-Cu3MTBimCPGPVgTRg
https://www.thoughtco.com/american-involvement-wars-colonial-times-present-4059761
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o Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854): Reignited tensions by allowing "popular sovereignty" 
(the right of residents to decide) on slavery in Kansas and Nebraska, effectively repealing 
the Missouri Compromise. This led to "Bleeding Kansas," a period of violent conflict 
between pro-slavery and anti-slavery settlers. 

o Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857): The Supreme Court ruled that enslaved or formerly 
enslaved persons were not citizens and had no rights, and that Congress could not 
prohibit slavery in territories, effectively invalidating the concept of popular sovereignty 
and fueling Northern outrage. 

• Political Compromises Failing: For decades, political leaders had managed to avert war 
through a series of compromises. However, as the nation grew and the stakes became higher, 
these compromises became increasingly difficult to achieve and satisfy both sides. 

• Rise of Sectionalism: Loyalty shifted from the nation as a whole to one's section (North or 
South), with distinct political ideologies emerging. 

• Breakdown of the Two-Party System: The Whig Party collapsed over the slavery issue, and 
the Democratic Party became deeply divided along North-South lines. The Republican Party 
emerged in the North as a distinctly anti-slavery expansion party. 

• Election of Abraham Lincoln (1860): Lincoln, a Republican, was elected president on an anti-
slavery expansion platform, despite not winning a single Southern state. This was the final 
trigger for secession for many Southern states, who viewed his election as an existential threat to 
their way of life and the institution of slavery. 

2. Economic Factors: 
• Divergent Economic Systems:  

o Southern Economy: Primarily agrarian, based on large plantations and staple crops like 
cotton, tobacco, and sugar. This system was heavily reliant on the forced labor of 
enslaved people, who constituted an enormous economic asset for slaveholders. 

o Northern Economy: Increasingly industrialized, with a focus on manufacturing, trade, 
finance, and small-scale farming. While the North benefited indirectly from slave labor 
(e.g., through cotton processing), its economy was not directly dependent on it. 

• Tariffs:  
o Southern Opposition: Southerners generally opposed high tariffs, arguing they protected 

Northern industries while raising the cost of imported goods that they consumed and 
making their cotton exports more expensive for foreign buyers. 

o Northern Support: Northerners generally favored tariffs to protect their nascent 
industries from foreign competition. 

• Labor Systems: The fundamental difference in labor systems—free labor in the North versus 
enslaved labor in the South—created vastly different societies with conflicting interests and 
values. The South saw slavery as essential to its economic prosperity and social order, while the 
North, increasingly, viewed it as morally reprehensible and economically inefficient compared to 
free labor. 
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3. Social Factors: 
• Slavery as a Moral and Social Institution:  

o Southern Defense: Many Southerners viewed slavery not just as an economic necessity 
but as a positive good, a cornerstone of their hierarchical society, and even a "civilizing" 
influence on enslaved people. They developed elaborate social justifications for the 
institution. 

o Northern Abolitionism: While not all Northerners were abolitionists, the movement 
grew stronger, arguing that slavery was a profound moral evil, a violation of human 
rights, and contrary to the principles of liberty and equality. Figures like William Lloyd 
Garrison, Frederick Douglass, and Harriet Tubman actively campaigned against slavery. 

• Cultural Differences: Over time, the North and South developed distinct cultures, social norms, 
and values, further deepening the divide. The South emphasized honor, tradition, and a more 
agrarian lifestyle, while the North focused on progress, individualism, and industrialization. 

• Fanaticism and Extremism: As tensions escalated, radical elements on both sides became more 
vocal and influential.  

o Southern Fire-Eaters: Advocated for secession and the spread of slavery. 
o John Brown's Raid (1859): An attempt by a radical abolitionist to spark a slave 

rebellion, which terrified the South and reinforced their fears of Northern aggression. 
• Literature and Media: Publications like Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin 

galvanized anti-slavery sentiment in the North, while pro-slavery arguments were disseminated 
in the South, further polarizing public opinion. 

Conclusion: 

The Civil War was not caused by any single factor but by the escalating friction between two distinct 
and increasingly incompatible societies within the United States. Slavery was the central and 
undeniable issue that intertwined political, economic, and social life in both the North and the South. It 
drove the debate over states' rights, territorial expansion, economic policies, and ultimately, moral 
principles, leading to an irreversible sectional divide that eventually erupted into armed conflict. 

• The Civil Rights Movement – Identifying major figures and landmark legislation. 

Major Figures of the Civil Rights Movement: 

The Civil Rights Movement was driven by countless individuals, both well-known and unsung, who 
bravely fought for equality. Here are some of the most prominent: 

• Martin Luther King Jr.: A Baptist minister and the most iconic leader of the movement, 
known for his advocacy of nonviolent civil disobedience and his powerful speeches, including 
the "I Have a Dream" speech. He was a co-founder and the first president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 

• Rosa Parks: Her refusal to give up her bus seat to a white man in Montgomery, Alabama, in 
1955 sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott, a pivotal event in the movement. 

• Malcolm X: A prominent and influential figure who advocated for Black nationalism and self-
defense, offering a contrasting perspective to King's nonviolent approach. 

• John Lewis: A key leader of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and later 
a long-serving Congressman, he was a central figure in many protests, including the Selma to 
Montgomery marches. 
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• Thurgood Marshall: A brilliant lawyer who successfully argued the landmark Brown v. Board 
of Education case before the Supreme Court and later became the first African American 
Supreme Court Justice. 

• Ella Baker: A highly influential organizer who worked with the NAACP, SCLC, and SNCC, 
advocating for grassroots leadership and empowering local communities. 

• Fannie Lou Hamer: A powerful voting rights activist and a leader in the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party, known for her passionate speeches and resilience. 

• James Farmer: A co-founder and national director of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), 
which organized the Freedom Rides. 

• Bayard Rustin: A key organizer and strategist behind the March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom, he was a crucial advisor to Martin Luther King Jr. and an advocate for nonviolent 
resistance. 

• Medgar Evers: A field secretary for the NAACP in Mississippi, he worked tirelessly to register 
Black voters and investigate civil rights abuses before his assassination in 1963. 

Landmark Legislation of the Civil Rights Movement: 

These legislative acts were crucial in dismantling legal segregation and discrimination: 

• Brown v. Board of Education (1954): This Supreme Court case declared state-sponsored 
segregation in public schools unconstitutional, overturning the "separate but equal" doctrine 
established in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). While not legislation, it was a pivotal legal turning 
point. 

• Civil Rights Act of 1964: This comprehensive act outlawed discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, or national origin in public accommodations (like hotels, restaurants, and theaters), 
employment, and federally funded programs. It was a monumental achievement in ending legal 
segregation. {Southern Democrats held up the vote for 57 days.} 

• Voting Rights Act of 1965: This act aimed to overcome legal barriers at the state and local 
levels that prevented African Americans from exercising their right to vote. It banned 
discriminatory voting practices, such as literacy tests, and authorized federal oversight of voter 
registration in areas with a history of discrimination. {Southern Democrats held up voting.} 

• Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Fair Housing Act): This act prohibited discrimination in the sale, 
rental, and financing of housing based on race, religion, national origin, or sex. 

These figures and laws represent just a fraction of the incredible efforts and changes that defined the 
Civil Rights Movement, but they are essential starting points for understanding this critical period in 
American history. 

• Founding Documents – Analyzing excerpts from the Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution. 

Analyzing excerpts from the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution is a foundational 
exercise in understanding American governance and political philosophy. These two documents, while 
distinct in their purpose, are deeply interconnected and lay the groundwork for the United States. 

Here's a breakdown of how to approach analyzing excerpts from each: 
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Analyzing Excerpts from the Declaration of Independence 

The Declaration of Independence (1776) is primarily a statement of principles and a justification for the 
American colonies' separation from Great Britain. It articulates the philosophical underpinnings of the 
new nation. 

Key Areas and What to Look For: 

1. The Preamble (The "We Hold These Truths" section): 
o Core Ideas: "All men are created equal," "unalienable Rights" (Life, Liberty, and the 

pursuit of Happiness), "Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed." 

o Analysis Focus:  
 Natural Rights: How does it define human rights? Are these rights inherent or 

granted by government? 
 Popular Sovereignty: What is the source of governmental authority? What does 

"consent of the governed" mean in practice? 
 Purpose of Government: What is the primary role of government, according to 

the Declaration? 
 Right of Revolution: Under what circumstances do the people have the right to 

"alter or to abolish" their government? 
2. The List of Grievances: 

o Content: This section details the specific complaints against King George III and the 
British Parliament. Examples include taxation without representation, quartering of 
troops, denial of trial by jury, obstruction of justice, and dissolving colonial legislatures. 

o Analysis Focus:  
 Violation of Rights: How do these grievances demonstrate the violation of the 

principles laid out in the Preamble? 
 Justification for Revolution: How do these specific abuses build a case for 

declaring independence? 
 Historical Context: What do these complaints reveal about the colonists' 

experience under British rule and their understanding of their rights as 
Englishmen? 

3. The Formal Declaration of Independence: 
o Content: The concluding statement declaring the colonies "Free and Independent States." 
o Analysis Focus:  

 Sovereignty: What does this section signify about the new nation's status and its 
relationship with other nations? 

 Mutual Pledge: What does the phrase "we mutually pledge to each other our 
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor" convey about the commitment of the 
signers? 
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Overall Analytical Questions for the Declaration: 

• What is the overall tone and purpose of the document? 
• How does the Declaration use Enlightenment ideas (e.g., Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau) to 

justify revolution? 
• What was the intended audience for this document? How might that audience have influenced its 

language? 
• What are the enduring legacies of the Declaration of Independence on American political 

thought and global movements for freedom? 

 

Analyzing Excerpts from the U.S. Constitution 

The U.S. Constitution (1787, ratified 1788) establishes the framework for the American government, 
defines its powers, and sets limits on those powers. It is a practical document outlining the structure and 
function of government. 
Key Areas and What to Look For: 

1. The Preamble: 
o Content: "We the People of the United States... do ordain and establish this Constitution 

for the United States of America." It lists goals like forming a "more perfect Union," 
establishing justice, ensuring domestic tranquility, providing for the common defense, 
promoting the general welfare, and securing the "Blessings of Liberty." 

o Analysis Focus:  
 Source of Authority: Who is granting power to the government? (Contrast with 

the Declaration's emphasis on "consent of the governed" for the right to govern, 
here it's the source of the Constitution's authority.) 

 Goals of Government: What are the fundamental purposes for which this 
government is being created? 

2. Articles I, II, and III (Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Branches): 
o Content: Defines the powers, responsibilities, and limitations of each branch.  

 Article I (Legislative): Congress (House of Representatives and Senate), 
enumerated powers (e.g., coining money, declaring war, regulating commerce), 
necessary and proper clause. 

 Article II (Executive): President, powers (e.g., commander-in-chief, treaties, 
appointments), electoral college. 

 Article III (Judicial): Supreme Court and lower federal courts, judicial review 
(implied, not explicit). 

o Analysis Focus:  
 Separation of Powers: How does the Constitution divide governmental authority 

among distinct branches? Why is this important? 
 Checks and Balances: How does each branch have the power to limit or 

influence the others? Provide specific examples (e.g., presidential veto, Senate 
confirmation, judicial review). 

 Limited Government: How do these structures prevent the accumulation of too 
much power in any one place? 
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 Federalism: How does the Constitution divide power between the federal 
government and the states (though more fully developed in later amendments)? 

3. Article V (Amendment Process): 
o Content: Outlines the process for amending the Constitution (proposal by Congress or 

national convention; ratification by state legislatures or state conventions). 
o Analysis Focus:  

 Flexibility and Adaptability: Why did the Founders include an amendment 
process? How does it allow the Constitution to change over time? 

 Difficulty of Amendment: Why is the process purposefully difficult? What does 
this suggest about the Founders' intentions? 

4. Article VI (Supremacy Clause): 
o Content: Declares the Constitution, federal laws, and treaties to be the "supreme Law of 

the Land." 
o Analysis Focus:  

 Hierarchy of Law: What does this establish about the relationship between 
federal and state law? 

5. The Bill of Rights (First Ten Amendments): 
o Content: Guarantees fundamental individual liberties (e.g., freedom of speech, religion, 

press; right to bear arms; protection against unreasonable searches and seizures; due 
process; rights of the accused). 

o Analysis Focus:  
 Individual Liberties: What specific rights are protected? 
 Limitations on Government: How do these amendments restrict governmental 

power? 
 Relationship to the Declaration: How do these amendments aim to secure the 

"unalienable rights" mentioned in the Declaration? 
 Evolution of Rights: How have these rights been interpreted and expanded over 

time by courts and society? 

Overall Analytical Questions for the Constitution: 

• What is the primary goal of the Constitution – to establish a strong central government or to 
protect individual liberties? How does it balance these two objectives? 

• How does the Constitution reflect the lessons learned from the failures of the Articles of 
Confederation and the grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence? 

• How has the interpretation of the Constitution evolved over time, especially through Supreme 
Court decisions? 

• What are the core principles of American government as established by the Constitution (e.g., 
popular sovereignty, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism, 
judicial review)? 
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By focusing on these specific elements and asking these analytical questions, you can gain a deep 
understanding of these foundational documents and their lasting impact on American history and 
governance. 

• Presidential Elections – Interpreting historical voting trends and their impact on U.S. politics. 
 
Why do students struggle with these topics? 
 
Students often struggle with these topics because they require both memorization and critical thinking—two 
skills that aren’t always easy to develop. Here are some common challenges: 

• Understanding historical cause and effect – Many students find it difficult to connect events like the 
Stamp Act to larger consequences such as the American Revolution. 

• Interpreting primary sources – Documents like the Declaration of Independence contain complex 
language that can be tricky to analyze. 

• Applying historical knowledge – Instead of just recalling facts, the GED exam often asks students to 
compare perspectives or explain how events shaped later policies. 

• Recognizing bias in sources – Texts from different periods or viewpoints may frame events in ways 
that require careful evaluation. 

A great way to overcome these challenges is to study patterns—for example, noticing how revolutions tend to 
follow similar steps or recognizing that economic struggles often contribute to social unrest. Would you like 
some strategies to make studying history easier? 
 
Specific aspects of American history 

 Religion in America  
 American Culture (art, music, entertainment, sports, etc.)  
 African/African American history 
 LGBTQ+ History in America  
 Migration and immigration in America 
 Role of the U.S. in the world 
 Women’s Rights  
 Hispanic American history 
 Justice in America  
 Native American, Alaska Native, and Hawaiian Native history  
 Families in America 
 The Founding Fathers 
 Asian American history 

  
Time periods in American history 

 Spanish settlement (1492-1821) 
 French settlement (1524-1803) 
 English settlement (1607-1846) 
 The Colonial Era (1600-1763) 
 The American Revolution (1763-1783) 
 Louisiana Purchase 1803 
 The New Nation/War of 1812 (1783-1815)  
 National Expansion (roughly 1816-1861)  
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 The Mexican War 1846 
 The Civil War (1861-1865)  
 Reconstruction (1865-1877)  
 The Spanish-American War 1898 
 Rise of Industrial America (1876-1900)  
 Progressive Era, World War I, and the 1920s (1900-1929)  
 The Great Depression (1929-1941)  
 World War II (1941-1945)  
 Post War and the Cold War (1945-1968)  
 Civil Rights Era (1954-1968)  
 The Vietnam War (1955-1975) 
 The 1970s, Energy Crisis (1970-1979)  
 The Reagan Era/Neoconservatism/Persian Gulf War (1980-1994)  
 Dot-com bubble (1995-2000)  
 September 11/War on Terror/Iraq War (2001-2008)  
 Great Recession to the present (2008-2012)  

 

Civics 
 My rights and responsibilities as a citizen 
 How to become a citizen 
 Voters’ rights 

 

World History (The bolded are related to U.S. Government; the underlined are related to Industrial Revolution.)  
 Magna Carta 1215 
 Mayflower Compact 1620 
 Development of Steam Engine 1712-1800s 
 Declaration of Independence 1776 
 U.S. Constitution June 21, 1788 
 Eli Whitney Cotton Gin 1793 
 Jacquard Loom 1802 
 Industrial Revolution (1800-present day) 

  
“If freedom of speech is taken away, then dumb and silent we may be led, like sheep to the slaughter.” ― 
George Washington 
 
World History  
 
The GED Social Studies test assesses your ability to understand and interpret information related to history, 
civics and government, economics, and geography. While the test isn't about memorizing specific dates or facts, 
it emphasizes critical thinking, reading comprehension, and the ability to analyze social studies information. 
Based on common feedback and test structures, here are areas where test-takers might struggle and what 
constitutes "most missed" types of questions on the history of the world on the GED exam: 
1. Historical Context and Cause-and-Effect Relationships: 
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• Understanding why events happened: The GED often presents passages about historical events and 
asks you to identify the causes, effects, or motivations behind them. This requires more than just 
knowing "what" happened, but "why" and "how" it relates to other events. 

• Analyzing primary and secondary sources: You might be given excerpts from historical documents, 
speeches, or scholarly articles and asked to interpret the author's purpose, point of view, or the historical 
context. 

• Connecting historical events to broader themes: For example, understanding how the Age of 
Exploration led to colonialism, or how industrialization impacted society and the economy. 

2. World History vs. U.S. History Emphasis: 
• While the Social Studies test is 20% U.S. History, "Geography and the World" makes up 15%. This 

means you'll encounter questions about broader world historical developments. 
• Major world events and their global impact: This could include significant wars (like WWI and 

WWII), economic shifts, or global movements. Questions may focus on the causes, events, and 
outcomes of these global conflicts and how they reshaped the world. 

• Understanding different types of governments and societal systems globally: While the focus is 
American government, being able to distinguish between different forms of government historically and 
globally (e.g., monarchy, democracy, communism, socialism) can be tested. 

 
 
3. Interpreting Visual Data Related to History: 

• The GED Social Studies test frequently uses graphs, charts, maps, political cartoons, and 
photographs to convey historical information. 

• Common errors occur when students don't carefully analyze the visuals – reading labels, axes, 
legends, and understanding what the data or imagery represents in a historical context. For instance, a 
map showing territorial changes over time might require understanding of the historical conflicts that led 
to those changes. 

4. Distinguishing Fact, Opinion, and Propaganda: 
• Many social studies questions involve analyzing arguments and identifying bias, propaganda, or 

subjective opinions within a historical text or visual. Students who struggle with this may pick answers 
that are factually true but don't address the specific analytical skill being tested. 

5. Understanding Key Historical Documents (especially U.S. but with global relevance): 
• While these are primarily U.S. focused, understanding the ideas and principles in foundational 

documents like the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution (and their influence on 
global movements for democracy) is crucial. Questions might be asked about the core tenets of these 
documents or their historical significance. 

General Test-Taking Challenges (apply to history as well): 
• Reading comprehension: Many "missed" questions stem from not fully understanding the passage or 

the question itself. Pay close attention to keywords like "NOT" or "EXCEPT." 
• Process of elimination: Some questions have plausible-sounding distractors. Learning to eliminate 

incorrect options systematically is vital. 
• Time management: Rushing can lead to careless mistakes, especially when dealing with complex 

passages or data. 
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To improve your chances, focus on developing strong analytical and reading skills rather than rote 
memorization. Practice interpreting various types of historical sources and understanding cause-and-effect 
relationships within historical contexts. 
 

 
Economics 
 
On the GED Social Studies Exam, economics makes up about 15% of the questions. While the test focuses 
more on critical thinking and interpreting information rather than memorizing obscure facts, certain economic 
concepts consistently pose challenges for test-takers. 
Here are some of the most commonly missed or struggled-with items concerning economics on the GED Social 
Studies Exam: 

• Supply and Demand: This is a foundational concept, but questions often require more than a simple 
definition. Students may struggle with: 

o Interpreting supply and demand curves/graphs: Understanding how changes in supply or 
demand affect equilibrium price and quantity. 

o Real-world applications: Applying the law of supply and demand to various scenarios (e.g., 
how a surplus leads to lower prices, or how increased demand can drive up prices). 

o Equilibrium: Understanding the point where supply and demand intersect and what it signifies 
for the market. 

• Inflation and Deflation: 
o Defining and differentiating: While many know inflation is rising prices, understanding the 

concept of deflation (general fall in prices) and its potential negative economic impacts can be 
tricky. 

o Causes and effects: Questions may delve into what causes inflation/deflation (e.g., changes in 
money supply) and their consequences for different groups (e.g., debtors vs. creditors). 

o Government responses: Understanding how central banks and governments try to manage 
inflation and deflation. 

• Economic Systems (Capitalism, Socialism, Communism): 
o Key characteristics: Distinguishing between these systems beyond basic definitions, including 

the role of private ownership, government intervention, and profit motive. 
o Historical context: Understanding how these systems developed and their real-world 

implications (e.g., the economic causes/impacts of colonization or the Great Depression). 
o Mixed economies: Recognizing that most modern economies are a blend of different systems. 

• Microeconomics vs. Macroeconomics: While not always explicitly tested for definition, understanding 
the scope of each (micro focuses on individuals/firms, macro on the economy as a whole) helps in 
analyzing various economic situations presented in passages or graphs. 

• Labor and Consumer Economics: 
o Frictional unemployment: Understanding concepts like "frictional unemployment" (people 

voluntarily quitting due to dissatisfaction). 
o Labor unions: Recognizing the role and impact of labor unions in the economy. 
o Basic economic terms: Knowing terms like "labor," "capital," "goods and services," "producer 

goods," "consumer goods," "raw materials," "markets," "profit," etc. 
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• Interpreting Economic Data (Graphs, Charts, Tables): A significant portion of the Social Studies 
exam, including economics questions, requires interpreting visual information. Students often miss 
questions if they struggle with: 

o Reading and analyzing data: Extracting relevant information from various data displays. 
o Identifying trends and relationships: Understanding what the data shows about economic 

patterns, cause-and-effect, and comparisons. 
o Calculating basic statistics: While not extensive math, understanding mean, median, mode, and 

range can be helpful in interpreting economic data. 
• The Great Depression: As a significant historical economic event, questions may cover its causes, 

effects, and the government's response (e.g., the stock market crash, deflation). 
General Study Tips to Address These Areas: 

• Focus on concepts, not just facts: The GED emphasizes understanding "big ideas" and applying 
concepts to different scenarios. 

• Practice with graphs and charts: Spend time interpreting various types of economic data 
visualizations. 

• Understand vocabulary: Build a solid understanding of key economic terms. 
• Relate to current events: Think about how economic principles apply to real-world situations you see 

in the news. 
• Utilize practice tests: Identify your weakest areas and focus your studying there. 

 
 
Mathematical Properties are used on the Social Studies Exam. 
 
While social studies primarily focuses on human societies, culture, and history, mathematical properties are 
implicitly and explicitly used in various ways during exams: 
1. Data Analysis and Interpretation (Quantitative Reasoning): This is perhaps the most prominent area 
where mathematical skills are applied. Social studies often involves analyzing data to understand trends, make 
comparisons, and draw conclusions. This requires: 

• Statistics:  
o Measures of Central Tendency: Calculating and interpreting mean, median, and mode to 

understand typical values in datasets (e.g., average income, median age, most common vote). 
o Measures of Dispersion: Understanding range and standard deviation to assess the spread or 

variability of data (e.g., income inequality, population distribution). 
o Percentages and Ratios: Calculating and interpreting proportions to compare different groups 

or analyze changes over time (e.g., population growth rates, percentage of voters, crime rates). 
o Correlation and Causation: While not always involving complex statistical tests, students need 

to understand the difference between correlation (two things happening together) and causation 
(one thing directly leading to another) when presented with data. 

• Data Visualization:  
o Reading and interpreting graphs, charts, and tables: This includes bar graphs, line graphs, 

pie charts, scatter plots, and various statistical tables. Students need to extract information, 
identify patterns, and draw inferences from these visual representations of data. 

o Understanding scales and axes: Recognizing how different scales can influence the visual 
perception of data. 
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2. Chronology and Timelines: 
• Number Sense: Understanding the sequence of events, calculating durations between historical dates, 

and placing events on a timeline requires basic number sense and subtraction. 
3. Geography and Spatial Reasoning: 

• Measurement: Understanding concepts of distance, area, and scale when interpreting maps. This can 
involve calculating distances between locations or understanding population density (people per square 
mile/kilometer). 

• Coordinates: Using latitude and longitude to pinpoint locations, which involves a system of numerical 
coordinates. 

• Proportion and Scale: Interpreting map scales (e.g., 1:100,000) to understand the relationship between 
distances on a map and actual distances on the ground. 

4. Economics: 
• Basic Arithmetic: Calculating costs, revenues, profits, supply and demand changes, and other economic 

indicators often involves addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. 
• Percentages: Understanding concepts like inflation rates, interest rates, and unemployment rates. 
• Graphing: Interpreting supply and demand curves, economic growth charts, and other graphical 

representations of economic models. 
5. Civics and Government: 

• Voting Statistics: Analyzing election results, voter turnout percentages, and demographic breakdowns 
of voters. 

• Budgeting: Understanding government budgets, revenue, and expenditure, which involves numerical 
analysis. 

In summary, while a social studies exam isn't a math test, it frequently assesses a student's ability to: 
• Reason quantitatively: Make sense of numbers and data in context. 
• Apply basic arithmetic and statistical concepts. 
• Interpret information presented in numerical and graphical formats. 
• Understand proportional relationships and scale. 

These mathematical properties are essential for understanding social, economic, and political phenomena, 
making them integral to a comprehensive social studies education. 
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Videos GED Social Studies 
 
Want more GED social studies help? Check out these other videos: Top GED Social Studies Topics to Know: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSsl0wyxRjs&list=PLD6T1iaQaQdZgl7XNXa6ChHoqdEB2Ilsk&index=4 
US Bill of Rights GED Social Studies Lesson: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duv6ztXZ6f0&list=PLD6T1iaQaQdZgl7XNXa6ChHoqdEB2Ilsk&index=1 
US Constitution GED Social Studies Lesson: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1htD6sv2M1E&list=PLD6T1iaQaQdZgl7XNXa6ChHoqdEB2Ilsk&index=
3  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SO0G-Pa_3Qw      15:19  He talks very fast. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5PwyuzSYcs    2:25:35 
History of the Entire World (Ancient, Medieval, Modern) | World History Documentary 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSsl0wyxRjs&list=PLD6T1iaQaQdZgl7XNXa6ChHoqdEB2Ilsk&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duv6ztXZ6f0&list=PLD6T1iaQaQdZgl7XNXa6ChHoqdEB2Ilsk&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1htD6sv2M1E&list=PLD6T1iaQaQdZgl7XNXa6ChHoqdEB2Ilsk&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1htD6sv2M1E&list=PLD6T1iaQaQdZgl7XNXa6ChHoqdEB2Ilsk&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SO0G-Pa_3Qw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5PwyuzSYcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5PwyuzSYcs
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