
Grade / Age: 14-18
Topic: Decomposition of the Human Body/Stages of
Death
Subject area: Biology/Forensics
Keywords: Decomposition, Death, Body
Single/ team work: either
Language: English
Duration: 2x60 minute periods

Description of the Task:

1) You will create a timeline on either a large sheet of paper OR in another
medium to represent the changes that the decomposing body undergoes in the
first 3-4 weeks after death.

2) Use a different color for tracking each of the following changes:

a. temperature loss/algor mortis

b. rigor mortis

c. blowfly activity: egg through adult (other insects encouraged but
optional)- assume average spring temperatures in Seattle

d. livor mortis

e. stages of decomposition/appearance of body

3) Your timeline should start at time “zero” (moment of death) and stretch on
from there to end at “4 weeks since death”

Solutions of the Task:











Prior knowledge:

-stages of death

-entomology

Comments:

Rubric Used here

-This timeline project can be modified to include a variety of topics, depending on what the

class is covering or where student interest lay.

-there is a ‘yuck’ factor to this project which might take some extra support from the

teacher, depending on the group of students.

Connection to other subjects/topics/areas:

-C.S.I., natural history, biology, online timeline software (Canva, etc.)


